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Resource 5: 

Know the Facts about 
Violence Against 
Women Card Set: 
Using the National 
Communality Attitudes 
towards Violence 
Against Women Survey
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Know the Facts about Violence Against  
Women Card Set: Using the National 
Communality Attitudes towards Violence 
Against Women Survey

The National Community Attitudes towards 

Violence against Women Survey (NCAS) is useful for 

challenging problematic attitudes and beliefs that 

don't reflect the facts. The data itself provides the 

evidence you may need to challenge these myths. 

This card set has been prepared to support you to 

facilitate engaging conversations and challenging 

problematic attitudes and beliefs that don't reflect 

the facts. 

The set of cards contains:

•	 A deck of ‘Know the Facts Cards about  
violence against women’.

•	 A deck of ‘Problematic Community  
Attitudes Cards which don't reflect the facts  
(from NCAS survey data)’

•	 A deck of ‘Evidence Cards to support the  
facts about violence against women’.

Possible applications

These cards can be used in lots of different contexts. 

They could be used in meetings, morning teas or 

workshops. You may decide to dedicate a workshop 

to the NCAS findings or combine an activity with an 

existing program. 

Printing instructions

The cards will be set up as a PDF document,  

A4 paper size. If facilitating one or two sessions,  

you could use your office/home computer 

and a guillotine or scissors to cut the cards to 

size. Alternatively, consider printing the cards 

professionally with higher quality stock if you will be 

using the cards regularly.

How to play

The card sets can be used in different ways. Here is 

one suggestion. Each participant picks a ‘Know the 

facts about violence against women’ card. 

Then using the 'Problematic Attitudes Cards that 

don't support the facts about violence against 

women' unpack the specific attitudes that could 

undermine the facts from the Fact cards. This 

also provides some insight into the extent of the 

problematic attitudes in the community, 

Now it is time to draw on the Evidence Cards to 

challenge community attitudes and misconceptions.  

Look over the 'Evidence to support the facts about 

violence against women' Cards. 
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Some problematic attitudes are related to others, 

which persist, despite contradicting the facts. The 

Evidence card set can be used to support the Facts 

about violence against women' Cards and relate to 

addressing problematic attitudes from the NCAS 

survey data. This is an opportunity to discuss the 

ways that attitudes shape our understandings across 

various themes and issues. It also helps to make 

connections across different problems, and all of 

the ways that all of these ‘Know the Facts’ cards and 

Evidence cards can be used to challenge a range of 

problematic attitudes. 

Tips for using this game

Encourage participants to draw on their own 

knowledge of facts and use the evidence from the 

card sets to challenge problematic attitudes reflected 

in some of the NCAS survey findings.

Ask participants to promote pro-social bystander 

behavior, by writing a script for a response to 

attitudes from the NCAS data which don't reflect 

the facts. The context in which these attitudes might 

be encountered are often deeply entrenched, for 

example, in policies, in the media, approaches taken 

by the police, discussions and conversations with 

colleagues, friends and family, HR and workplace 

policies and practices or the law. Encourage a 

wide range of scripts for challenging the various 

manifestations of these problematic attitudes. 

Know the Facts about Violence Against Women 

Card Set: Using the National Communality Attitudes 

towards Violence Against Women Survey can be 

downloaded from https://www.respectvictoria.vic.

gov.au/research 

https://www.respectvictoria.vic.gov.au/research
https://www.respectvictoria.vic.gov.au/research


"False allegations 
of sexual assault 
are extremely rare, 
and evidence tells 
us that the rate  
of false allegations 
is lower for sexual 
offences than  
for other types  
of crime"

"Violence 
against 
women is 
serious, 
prevalent and 
preventable."

"It can be 
incredibly 
difficult and 
dangerous 
for women 
to leave 
an abusive 
relationship."

"Perpetrators 
of violence 
must be held 
accountable 
for their 
actions."

Kelly, L. (2010). The (in)credible words of women: 
False allegations in European rape research. 
Violence Against Women, 16(12), 1345-1355.  
See page 50 in NCAS main report for more details:
Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix,
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff,
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018).
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017
National Community Attitudes towards Violence
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report,
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.



"Violence 
against 
women 
is not 
normal or 
excusable."

"Men are  
more likely 
than women 
to perpetrate 
intimate partner 
violence, and 
are more likely 
to use frequent, 
prolonged 
and extreme 
violence."

"Gender 
inequality 
continues 
to be a 
problem in 
Australia."

"Controlling 
behaviour 
is not part 
of a healthy 
relationship."

Cox, P. (2015). Violence against women in Australia: 
Additional analysis of the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics’ Personal Safety Survey, 2012. Sydney: 
ANROWS; Bagshaw, D., Chung, D., Couch, M., 
Lilburn, S., & Wadham, B. (2000). Reshaping 
responses to domestic violence. Canberra: Office 
for the Status of Women,Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet; Kimmel, M. S. (2012). The 
gender of desire: Essays on male sexuality. Albany, 
NY: SUNY Press.



"Gender 
inequality 
is directly 
linked to 
violence 
against 
women."

"Attitudes 
towards women 
are fairly 
consistent across 
the population, 
regardless of 
where you live or 
how much you 
money you earn."

"Women are 
more likely  
to be sexually 
assaulted by 
someone she 
knows than by 
a stranger."

"Australians  
are likely 
to have the 
support of 
more of their 
friends than 
they think when 
speaking out 
against abuse 
and disrespect 
toward women."

Cox, P. (2015). Violence against women in Australia: 
Additional analysis of the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics’ Personal Safety Survey, 2012. Sydney: 
ANROWS. Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). 
Personal safety, Australia, 2016.(Cat. no. 4906.0). 
Canberra: ABS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.



"Violence 
against women 
includes 
emotional, 
social, financial, 
physical and 
sexual abuse."

Nearly 1 in 3 
young men 
believe that 
many women 
who say they 
have been raped 
led the man on 
and had regrets.

of Australians 
believe that women 
often say 'no' when 
they mean 'yes'.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

12 %

of Australians believe  
that it is common for  
sexual assault  
accusations to be used as 
a way to get back at men.

42 %



of Australians believe 
that many allegations 
of sexual assault made 
by women are false.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

16 %

Nearly 1 in 3 
Australians believe 
that if a woman 
sends a nude image 
to her partner, 
then she is partly 
responsible if he 
shares it without 
her permission.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

of Australians believe  
that since some women 
are so sexual in public,  
it’s not surprising that 
some men think they can 
touch a woman without 
her permission.
Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

21 %

Australians 
are more likely 
to justify non-
consensual sex 
if the woman 
initiates intimacy, 
with 13-15% 
doing so in this 
circumstance.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.



of Australians believe 
that a female victim 
who does not leave an 
abusive partner is partly 
responsible for the 
abuse continuing.

of Australians don’t 
believe it’s as hard as 
people say for women 
to leave an abusive 
relationship.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

32 % 16 %

believe that if a woman 
keeps going back to her 
abusive partner then 
the violence can’t be 
very serious.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

12 %

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

of Australians believe 
that a lot of domestic 
violence is really just  
a normal reaction  
to day-to-day stress 
and frustration.

20 %



of Australians believe 
that a woman can make 
a man so angry that he 
hits her when he didn’t 
really mean to.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

21 %

There has been 
a consistent 
decline in 
awareness that 
mainly men, or 
men more often, 
commit acts 
of domestic 
violence 
(down 7 percentage  
points since 2013 from  
71% to 64% in 2017).

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

There has 
been a decline 
in awareness 
that women are 
more likely than 
men to suffer 
physical harm 
from domestic 
violence
(from 86% in 2013  
to 81% in 2017).

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Less than half of 
Australians recognise 
that levels of fear from 
domestic violence are 
worse for women. 

49 %



of Australians believe 
that discrimination  
is no longer a problem 
in the workplace  
in Australia.
Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

10 %

of Australians believe 
that many women 
exaggerate how 
unequally women are 
treated in Australia.

40 %

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

of Australians think 
men should take 
control in relationships 
and be head of the 
household.

of Australians  
think men make 
better political 
leaders and bosses 
than women.

16 %14 %



of Australians 
believe women 
prefer a man to be 
in charge of the 
relationship.
Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

25 %

of Australians think 
it’s natural for a man to 
want to appear in control 
of his partner in front of 
his male friends.

34 %

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Although most 
Australians  
are aware that  
non-consensual 
sex in marriage is 
illegal,  
12% mistakenly 
believe that it  
is not illegal,  
and a further 7% 
did not know.

1 in 3 Australians 
are unaware 
that a woman 
is more likely 
to be sexually 
assaulted by 
someone she 
knows, than by  
a stranger 
(18% disagree with  
this and 16% said they  
did not know).



Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

People appear  
to underestimate 
the support 
they are likely to 
receive from their 
friends if they act 
(i.e. more people said they 
would themselves be bothered 
than felt they would have  
the support of all or most of 
their friends if they acted to 
express disapproval).

Nearly 1 in 5 
Australians 
do not believe 
financial control 
is a serious 
problem.

Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017).  
Personal safety, Australia, 2016.(Cat. no. 4906.0). 
Canberra: ABS.

9 out of 10 
women who 
have been 
sexually 
assaulted do 
not report to 
the police.

Australians are 
less likely to 
recognise  
non-physical 
abuse as a form 
of domestic 
violence/violence 
against women 
than physical 
manifestations  
of abuse. 



Burgin, R. & Flynn, A. (2020) ‘Women’s Behaviour 
as Implied Consent: Male “Reasonableness” in 
Australian Rape Law’, Criminology & Criminal 
Justice. 

A culture of  
blaming women 
for 'being raped', 
disbelieving 
women and 
minimising their 
experiences can 
lead some women 
to delay reporting, 
or not report. 
This also influences the 
responses of friends, 
family, workplaces, police, 
prosecutors and juries.

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). Personal 
safety, Australia, 2016.(Cat. no. 4906.0). 
Canberra: ABS; Australian Human Rights 
Commission. (2018). Everyone’s business: 
Fourth national survey on sexual harassment in 
Australian workplaces; Cox, P. (2015). Violence 
against women in Australia: Additional analysis 
of the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Personal 
Safety Survey, 2012. Sydney: ANROWS.

In Australia, 
approximately 
one woman per 
week is killed 
by an intimate 
partner or 
former partner.

1 in 4 
Australian 
women have 
experienced 
physical 
violence from 
an intimate 
partner since 
the age of 15.

1 in 5 
Australian 
women have 
experienced 
sexual violence 
since the age 
of 15.

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017).  
Personal safety, Australia, 2016.(Cat. no. 4906.0). 
Canberra: ABS; Australian Human Rights 
Commission. (2018). Everyone’s business: Fourth 
national survey on sexual harassment in Australian 
workplaces; Cox, P. (2015). Violence against women 
in Australia: Additional analysis of the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics’ Personal Safety Survey, 2012. 
Sydney: ANROWS.

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017).  
Personal safety, Australia, 2016.(Cat. no. 4906.0). 
Canberra: ABS; Australian Human Rights 
Commission. (2018). Everyone’s business: Fourth 
national survey on sexual harassment in Australian 
workplaces; Cox, P. (2015). Violence against women 
in Australia: Additional analysis of the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics’ Personal Safety Survey, 2012. 
Sydney: ANROWS.



1 in 6 Australian 
women have 
experienced 
stalking and more 
than half have 
experienced sexual 
harassment.
Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017).  
Personal safety, Australia, 2016.(Cat. no. 4906.0). 
Canberra: ABS; Australian Human Rights 
Commission. (2018). Everyone’s business: Fourth 
national survey on sexual harassment in Australian 
workplaces; Cox, P. (2015). Violence against women 
in Australia: Additional analysis of the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics’ Personal Safety Survey, 2012. 
Sydney: ANROWS.

Garcia & Herrero (2006). Public Attitudes Toward 
Reporting Partner Violence Against Women and 
Reporting Behavior. Journal of Marriage and Family, 
68(3), 759-768.

Studies show 
that people who 
recognise that 
violence against 
women is common 
are more likely to 
say that they would 
provide assistance 
to a woman if they 
witnessed violence 
against her.

Burnstein, P. (2003). The impact of public 
opinion on public policy: A review and an 
agenda. Political Research Quarterly, 56(1), 
29-40. 

Morrison, P. K., Hawker, L., Cluss, P. A., Miller, E., 
Fleming, R., Bicehouse, T., Chang, J. C. (2018). The 
challenges of working with men who perpetrate 
partner violence: Perspectives and observations 
of experts who work with batterer intervention 
programs. Journal of Interpersonal Violence.

Decision 
makers will be 
more likely to 
take action 
on a problem 
if they are 
persuaded that 
the community 
perceive it to 
be common.

The focus 
must be on the 
perpetrator of 
violence, not 
the actions of 
the victim.



Weiss, K. G. (2010). Too ashamed to report: 
Deconstructing the shame of sexual victimization. 
Feminist Criminology, 5(3), 286-310.

A culture of 
blaming women 
and minimising 
their experiences 
can lead to victims 
minimising their 
own experiences, 
questioning the 
seriousness of what 
happened, and 
becomes a barrier  
to reporting. Weiss, K. G. (2010). Too ashamed to report: 

Deconstructing the shame of sexual victimization. 
Feminist Criminology, 5(3), 286-310.

Research shows 
that a culture of 
victim blaming can 
impact how women 
understand their 
own experiences 
and can lead 
them to blame 
themselves for  
the violence.

Domestic Violence Death Review Team, NSW. 
(2017). NSW Domestic Violence Death Review 
Team Report 2015-2017. www.coroners.justice.nsw.
gov.au/Pages/Publications/dv_annual_reports.
aspx - Webster, K., Diemer, K., Honey, N., Mannix, 
S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, A., Politoff, 
V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women 
and gender equality. Findings from the 2017 
National Community Attitudes towards Violence 
against Women Survey (NCAS) (Research report, 
03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.  9:10

For more information, see page 83: Webster, K., Diemer, 
K., Honey, N., Mannix, S., Mickle, J., Morgan, J., Parkes, 
A., Politoff, V., Powell, A., Stubbs, J., & Ward, A. (2018). 
Australians’ attitudes to violence against women and gender 
equality. Findings from the 2017 National Community 
Attitudes towards Violence against Women Survey (NCAS) 
(Research report, 03/2018). Sydney, NSW: ANROWS.

The risk  
of violence, 
including intimate 
partner homicide,  
is increased when 
the woman tries 
to leave.

Well documented barriers to women 
seeking safety from domestic 
violence include:
•	 not having alternative housing  

and/or income
•	 unhelpful responses from friends  

and family and service providers
•	 lack of knowledge of support services, 

lack of services, or problems accessing 
services (e.g. due to having English 
as an additional language, cultural 
differences or having a disability)

•	 concerns for the safety and wellbeing 
of children

•	 a commitment (or cultural expectation) 
to maintain family unity

•	 the impacts of violence itself on 
health, wellbeing and confidence to 
establish a new life

•	 the cyclical nature of violence, which 
can have periods without abuse 



Morrison, P. K., Hawker, L., Cluss, P. A., Miller, E., 
Fleming, R., Bicehouse, T., Chang, J. C. (2018). The 
challenges of working with men who perpetrate 
partner violence: Perspectives and observations 
of experts who work with batterer intervention 
programs. Journal of Interpersonal Violence.

Perpetrators 
of violence 
must be held 
accountable 
for their 
actions. 
Without accountability,  
they will continue to 
perpetrate violence.
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